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MORETON, BOBBINGWORTH AND THE LAVERS PARISH COUNCIL

Meeting Minutes (draft)

Meeting: 	Parish Council Meeting
Date: 	8th September 2026, 7.30pm
Venue: 	Moreton Village Hall	

PRESENT:

Councillors (7):    	Cllr Crosbie (Chairman), Cllr Padfield, Cllr Offord, Cllr Collins, Cllr Cooper, Cllr Dawson, Cllr Day		

Also in Attendance (1):   Adriana Jones – Clerk 
Members of the Public: (2) 
Members of the Press (0)

PC.787 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (2)
Cllrs Heymer and Stuart.  EFDC Cllr Balcombe had also offered his apologies.

PC.788 OTHER ABSENCES (1)
Cllr Darken.

PC.789 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Padfield declared an interest in agenda item 19(c) pertaining to EPF/1399/26. 

PC.790 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 14th July 2026 were approved. PROPOSED Cllr Offord and SECONDED Cllr Dawson. Unanimously agreed.  

PC.791 PARISHIONERS’ FORUM
The Chairman welcomed the public present. One resident mentioned the poor state of road repairs that had taken place along the B184 in Fyfield, along with questioning the decision making of the white liners who simply go round overgrown hedges rather than requesting they are cut back.  He also stated he could not understand why the roadwork signs were seemingly always left on verges, even after the work had been completed.  It was noted that two different companies complete the work – one doing the roadworks and one managing the signs. The Clerk advised this was an issue across the county. 

PC.792 REPORTS
a) Chairmans report – No report.


b) Vice Chairmans report – No report


c) ECC - No report submitted 

d) EFDC – No report submitted

e) Parish Councillor reports – Cllr Heymer had provided a written update to the Clerk regarding the Licensing by the Bishop of Chelmsford of The Revd Elizabeth Fox as Priest-in-Charge. This took place on 7th September at 7:30pm in the Church of St. Nicholas’, Fyfield.  Cllr Heymer advised that as this Councils’ representative at the event, he was treated very well, and the event was extremely well attended (estimated 150 to 200 in attendance). The Chairman advised that Cllr Heymer also completed bell ringing at the event.

Cllr Cooper advised there had been issues with electric bikes being driven through Moreton at speed, with the riders not wearing helmets, and seemingly going into the rear of the Showmen Site.  The Chairman advised he would try and address this.

Cllr Collins advised that some much-needed maintenance works had been completed on Moreton Village Hall, with repairs taking place to stop the roof leaking, along with repairs to the fire door.
Cllr Offord reported that a resident of The Hoppitt had advised that he struggled to cross the road at Matthews Court as the lip of the pavement was too high for his mobility scooter.  The Clerk and Cllr Offord would liaise regarding this matter. 

f) Police Report – PC Shepherd had provided a written report to the Clerk, which was read out as follows:
Stats for period 1st June 26 to 1 September 26. There were 28 calls to police, of these calls 8 crimes were recorded. Of those 8 crimes, only 1 was considered to have an impact on the community which was 1 Theft of Motor Vehicle.  If you compare these to the same period last year – there were 21 calls to police, of these calls 8 crimes were recorded. Of those 8 crimes none were considered to have an impact on community.  From the numbers, calls to the police have increased slightly but the police have recorded the same number of crimes.  Having looked into the crimes recorded the majority of these were domestic violence related for one particular address which means there has been very few crimes recorded in the Parish outside of this. 

PC.793 RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR
Councillors formally noted the resignation of Cllr Lynn Carpenter following a move out of the Parish.   This leaves the Council with 4 Vacancies in the Lavers ward.  The next parish elections were not until 2028.  As such, it was AGREED the Clerk would place the notice of vacancy in both the Lavers Magazine, and the Parish website. 

PC.794 PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY
None.

PC.795 SALT BINS
Councillors were asked to visit the three parish Salt bins to see if they need replenishing before the cold weather arrived.  Cllr Collins advised that the Pedlars End bin held 3 bags of salt.  The Clerk and Chairman would visit the other two and advised Cllr Padfield.

PC.796 HERITAGE PROJECT
There was no update on this project as the Clerk and Cllr Stuart had not had an opportunity to meet.

PC.797 STREET LIGHTS MORETON
It was agreed at the July meeting that the Parish Council would do some investigative work on the matter, including liaising with residents, and go back to Cllr Balcombe with their findings.  However, following the July meeting an important point was raised in that residents’ opinion may not be fully understood until such time as the nights were drawing in and the lighting could be viewed from a practical ‘position of use’ during hours of darkness.  As such, Councillors were asked to consider waiting until November before writing to residents. Cllr Collins asked if the entire parish should be canvased or just The Hoppitt, to which it was stated just The Hoppitt and Gould Close.   It was suggested this question could be asked at the Parish Meeting. The Chairman advised that at 2am, the lights not great, stating that the issue for him was about why they were installed without consulting with the Parish Council in the first place.   The Clerk stated there were two issues – the first being that the Parish Council was not consulted, and EFDC had apologised for this.  The second was whether or not the lights were serving their intended purpose and were functional.  The PC need to understand from residents if the lights were needed, and were they doing the job. 

PC.798  PAVEMENT WORKS
The Chairman stated that pavement works on the corner of Gould Close had been completed, however there was no activity at The Hoppitt.   The Clerk stated that Cllr Balcombe had not yet provided an update on the pavement repair request for The Hoppitt, and that she would chase him again.

PC.799 COMMUNITY ASSETS AND POSSIBLE TRANSFERS
Councillors noted that EFDC was looking at its Community Asset Transfer process as part of the Local Government Reorganisation situation.  This matter was considered at the 2nd September EFDC Place Scrutiny meeting and scheduled to be agreed at the 14th September EFDC Cabinet meeting.  Councillors recalled that the Village Green at Moreton had already been sent to EFDC to consider as part of this process.  Councillors had previously considered other areas of the land in the Parish that would be beneficial if brought under the control of the Parish Council and were advised that they could consider this on an ongoing basis. No other areas of land were suggested at this time.

PC.800 DIGITAL ESSEX
Councillors noted the Clerk had received an email from Alex Burghart MP which included a response from BT with regard to broadband connectivity in Moreton.  The response stated that BT recognise that the local community was looking to improve mobile coverage, particularly in the local school and church, and they understand that residents have concerns about the installation of a mobile phone mast in the area. However Moreton’s geography makes resolving mobile coverage and quality a bit technically challenging. The village sits in a low-lying area surrounded by hills, which block signals from the nearest EE site, which limits scope to improve coverage using EE’s existing infrastructure in the area.  The response stated that if the local authority and community were open to exploring alternative solutions, EE could investigate the potential deployment of small cells on suitable street furniture (such as lighting columns/ lampposts). This would have less of a visual impact than a mobile mast. If small cells were not an option, then BT state that signal boosters are available on the open market to purchase but they could not comment on their effectiveness.  The email from Mr Burghart advised that if the Parish Council was interested, he would pass on contact details.  

The Clerk also provided an update from ATC (Digital Essex) regarding the possibility of a mast for Moreton, stating that she had been advised they were still liaising with a landowner in Moreton looking for a possible location, with a further meeting scheduled this month. 

Councillors felt that the small cell option may be useful to investigate further, and asked the Clerk to find out more information, and that this could be done alongside working with Digital Essex in terms of a mast.  

PC.801 REVIEW OF POLLING STATIONS
Councillors noted that EFDC was undertaking an interim review of polling districts and polling places, involving eight polling venues within the district, one of which affects residents in this Parish.  EFDC state that the purpose of the review is to ensure that polling arrangements continue to provide electors with reasonable and accessible facilities for voting and that polling places remain suitable for their respective polling districts.  The public consultation runs from Monday 27 July 2026 until Friday 11 September 2026, and during this time interested parties are invited to submit comments on the proposed polling place arrangements, including the suitability and accessibility of the venues under review.  The review proposes to move High Laver East and Little Laver polling to Magdalen Laver Village Hall, stating that although it is not within the polling districts, it would align the polling districts within the Parish Council wards.  The current polling place is Matching Village Hall.   The Clerk advised these details had been placed on the Parish Council and The Lavers Facebook pages.  Councillors felt this was really a matter for local residents to respond to, but on face value it made sense to move it to Magdalen Laver to align with the parish wards, and the Clerk should respond as such.

PC.802 CLERKS COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE REPORT
The Clerk reported the following:
a) ECC, EFDC, EALC and RCCE communications are emailed to Members on a regular basis and where relevant information is included
b) EFDC Council tax payments taken early – Public statement made by EFDC.
c) Letter of objection EPF/1399/26 – sent to all councillors. The Clerk advised that following further feedback from Councillors, she had responded to EFDC under Delegated Powers.  She also advised that she had received a subsequent query about the process this Council followed in terms of commenting on this application, and had responded to the resident with full details. 
d) Dumped Car, Harlow Road, reported by Chairman and removed swiftly
e) Damaged Sign as you enter Moreton from Maltings Hill reported (Ref 4051327) and in the process of scheduling works.
f) London Stansted Parish Council forum meeting Thursday 22nd October from 1-3pm – Clerk registered to attend.
g) Solar Farm proposed for Hastingwood – application due Q4 2026
h) Councillors asked if they would like to reconsider a Rural Affordable Housing Project – AGREED no.
i) ECC has a new page where you can view upcoming works to repair potholes – this can be found at https://www.essex.gov.uk/pothole-repair-schedule. 
j) LGR - The Government has announced that its decision on the reorganisation of local councils across Essex had been withdrawn and that it was reviewing plans to streamline local government. In June, Essex County Council launched legal proceedings, in the form of a Judicial Review. The Government’s lawyers wrote to the Council on Monday 7 September to announce that the plans for five new councils in Essex would not be proceeding.
k) Dog control consultation emailed out and placed on our Facebook page
l) EFDC inviting people to attend our workshop on developing community renewable energy in our area, on 3rd October 2026 at the Civic Offices in Epping, where they will discussing Community Renewable Energy generation and how communities could benefit from cheaper energy.
m) EFDC LCLC meeting – now online – 7pm 17th September.   The Clerk had asked for the early receipt of Council Tax payment to be included on this agenda, but was told no and referred to the public statement made by EFDC
n) Thursday, 10th September, 7pm to 8pm, there is an Epping District PFCC Public Meeting being held in the Parish Hall at Thornwood.  
o) Cllr Collins advised that sign for Moreton at Pedlars End has been missing for over 10 years.

PC.803 REMEMBRANCE
It was AGREED that the Tommy Solider should be located on Moreton Village Green for Armistice Day on Sunday 8th November, with the suggestion that it be located in a more prominent position on the green.  The Chairman would arrange this.

PC.804 ANNUAL CHRISTMAS MEETING OF THE PARISH
This years Christmas Parish Event will take place on Tuesday 8th December.  As there would be only one meeting between now and that date, councillors considered any speakers for this event pertaining to matters of interest to the local community, with the following being agreed:
· Obtain view about Street Lighting at The Hoppitt
· Update on Pavement repairs at The Hoppitt
· Update on mobile masts – that PC is actively pursuing solutions (November meeting to agree exact content) 
· Apply to Choir
· David Jackman – Ongar Community Network - understanding what it is in the context of Emergency Planning. 

PC.805 PLANNING 

a) Councillors noted that the new NPPF came into effect on 17th August 2026, and the new National Scheme of Delegation comes into force 31st October 2026.  The Clerk provided a brief written summary for Councillors to take away and read.  This matter would also be on the 17th September Local Liaison meeting (agenda awaited).

b) Councillors discussed application EPF/1657/26 - Poppin House, Mill Lane, Moreton, Ongar, CM5 0DW - Change of use of existing stable to residential unit – details of which had already been sent out to Councillors.  A number of inaccuracies and concerns were raised.  It was AGREED the Clerk would obtain clarification on these matters, and report back to Councillors via email so they could respond to the Clerk.

c) Councillors NOTED the following planning applications below which had been responded to by way of the Clerk’s delegated powers following email consultation with Councillors: 
	EPF/1492/26
FULL
	Moreton Church Of England Primary School, Church Road, Moreton, Ongar, CM5 0JD
	Safeguarding improvements comprising replacement and upgrading of sections of existing boundary fencing, installation of higher fencing in selected locations and minor earthworks to regrade a grass embankment and remove an informal footpath.
NO OBJECTION

	EPF/1399/26
FULL
	Rolls Farm, Hastingwood Road, Magdalen Laver, Ongar, CM5 0EN
	The erection of an agricultural building, including associated landscaping.
The Parish Council made no comment on the application. and deferred to EFDC suggesting a site visit may be useful for the officer concerned.



d) Councillors NOTED the following planning applications for which EFDC do not accept comment:
	EPF/1566/26
	Firs House, Moreton Road, Bobbingworth, Ongar, CM5 0LU
	Certificate of lawful development for the proposed construction of a swimming pool building with gym and plant room.



e) Councillors NOTED the following other planning matters:

	Enforcement
ENF/0118/26
	Lakeview, Moreton
	Erection of large structure - Enforcement visited 18th June.  Permission required.  EFDC advised Agent contacted them and confirmed they would be submitting a planning application to retain the building – no application received at time of creating agenda. Cllr Day asked if there was a deadline by which an application had to be submitted, to which the Clerk advised this would be in the hands of EFDC Enforcement.

	Enforcement
ENF/0019/26 
	Embleys Farm, Binder Loams Ltd, Fyfield Road, Moreton, Ongar
	Expanded their operation beyond the established site and encroached onto agricultural land.  Told would be putting in planning permission. Update received from EFDC Enforcement that they had been in contact with the appointed planning agent for the site who are finalising a retrospective planning application to seek to regularise the development. Therefore, planning enforcement action will be held in abeyance pending the submission and decision of the application. If the application is refused, EFDC will review the expediency of further enforcement action. 



f) Councillors NOTED the following Planning decision by EFDC:
	EPF/1117/26
	Bushes, Wind Hill, Magdalen Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DS
	Prior Notification for erection of two grain and machine storage buildings.
https://eppingforestdc.my.site.com/pr/s/planning-application/a0hTv00000Hd0ET

	Approved with conditions 15/7/26 – PC were not notified of this application, and the Clerk has raised a query in this regard.

	Asked: Can you advise why they are not on the weekly list?  Other applications for noting are?  Are these the only applications that are not on the weekly list for noting?   I wonder if it would make sense to include them on the list, so that Clerks such as myself don’t have to bother you about it?  Response: It will be down to the legislation that says they don’t need to be consulted on. To include them would mean recoding the report. I can ask management if they want to have it amended.  AJ raised via Local Liaison meeting on 17th September.  


	EPF/0680/26
	The Dower House, Harlow Road, High Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DT
	Proposed demolition of existing garages and stores, and erection of Garages for The Dower House, and Annex accommodation for dependent relative.
	Approved with conditions 21/7/26 – PC had no objection to the application

	EPF/0675/26
	Glenwood, Pedlars End, Moreton, Ongar, CM5 0LW
	Demotion of dwelling and outbuildings and provision of 7no. new dwellings.
	Approved with conditions and S106 11/8/26 – PC objected to this application, and confirmed willingness to attend committee meeting, however still decided under delegated powers.  Complaint raised with EFDC.  

	The Clerk advised that this matter had been raised with EFDC, who had apologised for the misinterpretation that had been caused.  The full email was read out for Councillors.

	EPF/1185/26
	Bushes Cottage, Gould Close, Moreton, Ongar, CM5 0LG
	Construction of a new timber framed agricultural building attached to an existing timber framed building in ancillary residential use. The proposal requires the demolition of a 13.3m2 lean to element currently used as a gym.
	Approved 18/8/26 – PC had no objection to the application.



PC.806 FINANCIAL MATTERS
a) Councillors approved the payments below. PROPOSED Cllr Day, SECONDED Cllr Offord:
	
	BACS
	A Jones
	July & August Salary & PAYE
	£1,109.26 & £277.40 PAYE

	BACS
	HMRC
	Employers National Insurance contribution July & August
	£82.90

	BACS
	Magdalen Laver VH
	Village Hall hire 14th July meeting
	£22.00


	BACS
	Moreton PCC
	Grant towards grounds Maintenance
	£700.00


	BACS
	The Lavers PCC
	Grant towards Grounds Maintenance – 3 churches
	£2,100.00

	BACS
	Bobbingworth PCC
	Grant towards Grounds Maintenance
	£700.00


	BACS
	Adriana Jones
	Reimburse Land Registry Fee (The Hoppitt)
	£14.00



	
b) The Chairman reviewed the Bank Reconciliation against the bank statements and signed it accordingly.  The Clerk was asked to provide a more detailed summary in terms of budget spend for each meeting. 

Cllr Collins asked if there was any update on the Gateway signs as you enter Bovinger, and it was AGREED to bring this back to the November meeting. 

PC.807 ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
· Essex Safer Speeds Strategy (phase 2) – future meeting
· Gateway Signs
· Moreton Sign
· Christmas meeting arrangements and speakers

PC.808 DATES OF NEXT MEETING 
Tuesday 10th November 2026 – Moreton Village Hall
Tuesday 8th December 2025 – Moreton Village Hall Open Parish Meeting


Meeting closed 8.04pm

Chairman …………………………………………………….


Date ………………………………………………………….
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