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MORETON, BOBBINGWORTH AND THE LAVERS PARISH COUNCIL

Meeting Minutes (draft)

Meeting: 	Parish Council Meeting
Date: 	14th July 2026, 7.30pm
Venue: 	Magdalen Laver Village Hall	

PRESENT:

Councillors (7):    	Cllr Crosbie (Chairman), Cllr Padfield, Cllr Stuart, Cllr Offord, Cllr Collins, 
		Cllr Heymer, Cllr Dawson		

Also in Attendance (1):   Adriana Jones – Clerk 
Members of the Public: (1) – EFDC Cllr Balcombe
Members of the Press (0)

PC.768 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (3)
Cllrs Day, Cooper and Carpenter.

PC.769 OTHER ABSENCES (1)
Cllr Darken.

PC.770 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Offord declared an interest in EPF/1185/26, confirming he did not comment on the proposals.  The Clerk reminded Councillors of the need to update their register of interest following recent legislative updates, and to provide the Clerk with updates in Word format so these could be sent to EFDC.

PC.771 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held 12th May and 23rd June 2026 were approved. PROPOSED Cllr Dawson and SECONDED Cllr Stuart. Unanimously agreed.  

PC.772 PARISHIONERS’ FORUM
No public present.

PC.773 REPORTS
a) Chairmans report – The Chairman advised he had been invited to attend the licensing of the new Vicar who would be covering Moreton, Bobbingworth, Willingale and Fyfield, on 7th September at 7.30pm.  New Vicar will be Revd. Elizabeth Fox.  He also advised he had reported a fly tip on Harlow Road, Moreton, over a week ago, but this had not been cleared.  The Clerk had also chased this.  EFDC Cllr Balcombe advised fly tips were normally resolved within 48 hours unless there was hazardous material included, so he would chase this up with EFDC the following day.


b) Vice Chairmans report – 30MPH and gateway sign as you enter Moreton village from the north is damaged, with the sign laying on the ground – Clerk to report to ECC.


c) ECC - No report submitted. 

d) EFDC – Cllr Balcombe was present and provided the following verbal report. EFDC had been issued with a Section 62A notice concerning planning, which he was aware the Clerk had already reported to Council.  EFDC hoped to get out of this designation fairly swiftly.  He advised it seemed to be mainly green belt areas that had been hit with this designation.   He advised that the Bell Hotel was closed on 1st July by Government, with EFDC not being advised until the prior day.  The owner remains the same, and the questions now is what’s the future of the site?  He advised that fly tipping remained an issue across the country, and that EFDC had looked at different ways to manage this.  From 1st April this year, EFDC were now able to issue a £1k fine, and are able to tow vehicles away. There had been 3 recent prosecutions, and the new process seemed to be going well.   Cllr Balcombe advised that TVS had received an award for their services recently, and stated that despite the recent heat waves, the crews continued to work, with only a very slight delay in services. 

e) Parish Councillor reports – No report
f) Police Report – No report

PC.774 PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY
Formal notification had been received from ECC that both Moreton 32 and 33 had been cleared, however the Parish Council was already aware of this. 

PC.775 MORETON BRIDGE
It was noted that work had been completed on repairs to Moreton Bridge following recent damage.  Cllr Stuart did try and establish if there was any Ring Doorbell footage of the incident, however there was not.  Councillors were satisfied with the repairs and did not raise any issues.

PC.776 HERITAGE PROJECT
Councillors NOTED that the request for grant funding via the National Lottery Heritage Grant Fund was unsuccessful, with the grant award body stating that when considered against all applications reviewed at the decision meeting, it was concluded that the application did not address the programme requirements well enough to justify a grant, and the risks attached to the project were considered too high. This was thought to relate to the land ownership issues.  The Clerk advised that contained within the Councils earmarked reserves was £4,541 for this project and asked if the Council wanted to progress the project on more of a piecemeal basis starting with three or four signs.  Cllr Stuart advised that if given the go ahead, he would be able to liaise with a heritage body in America who had provisionally agreed £1,000 toward the project.  Cllr Heymer asked for a brief history of the project, which was provided by Cllr Stuart.  After discussion, it was AGREED that Cllr Stuart and the Clerk be given delegated authority to progress the project, coming back to Council with their preferred approach.

PC.777 STREET LIGHTS MORETON
Over the course of the past few months, a number of solar powered low-level streetlights had been installed at both The Hoppitt and Gould Close. The Clerk spent a considerable amount of time trying to establish who had installed these, and after having raised it with EFDC Cllr Balcombe, it was confirmed these were installed by EFDC Housing Team.  It would be normal practice for the Parish Council and residents to be advised or consulted on the installation of streetlights, and EFDC has apologised to the Parish Council.  The Clerk has asked Cllr Balcombe to confirm the reasons for the installation.

Cllr Balcombe addressed the Council, setting out that the fact the PC and community were not consulted on these lights was a big error by a young member of the EFDC housing team.  This matter had now been addressed internally, and he apologised on behalf of EFDC for this.  The installed lighting consisted of 2 x 20 watt solar LED Columns at both The Hoppitt and Gould Close, funded by MTBM, albeit he was not clear who this was.   Qualis were asked to install them, and he has heard back from the Director of Housing at EFDC who stated it was a health and safety issue regarding concerns about lack of lighting at both the garages in Gould Close and The Hoppitt.  Cllr Offord advised that he had received a complaint from a resident in The Hoppitt. 

The Chairman stated that he could possibly understand lighting at the garage location in Gould Close, however not the other locations, stating they hardly give off any light so he could not see any advantage.  Cllr Balcombe stated they were 20-watt lights, which have subsequently to installation been turned slightly to face away from the houses, and EFDC has stated the residents are now happy with this change.  Cllr Offord stated that the resident who approached him was not happy.  Cllr Balcombe stated that in hindsight EFDC didn’t anticipate the impact the new lighting would have in terms of brightness and positioning, particularly in relation to how it affects the surrounding properties.  Cllr Balcombe stated that that the lights were installed to improve visibility without being overly intrusive, and that overall the principal of lighting is still very much valued, albeit the current set up may need some adjusting. 

The Chairman stated that he still could not understand why the lighting had been installed in The Hoppitt as there are no garages there, and asked if the person who decided lighting was needed had actually ever visited The Hoppitt.  Cllr Balcombe stated that he must have done given he completed the survey.   Cllr Balcombe stated that they are looking to see if the lighting should be changed to VAR – resident or vehicle activated.

The Clerk stated that she had received notification from Cllr Cooper of a complaint regarding the state of the footpaths at The Hoppitt, and wondered if the lighting was to do with this issue as the complainant had been advised that the cost to repair to footpaths was too expensive.  The Chairman stated he doubted this would be the case given that the lighting had been installed on the lawned area which is nowhere near the footpaths. 

Cllr Offord stated that residents of Theydon Bois had always set out they did not want street lights, and this was really the issue with Moreton as residents felt the same way. 

The Clerk advised there were a few things to think about.  Firstly, EFDC had apologised that the Parish Council and residents were not consulted.  Secondly, it was appreciated that there have been complaints, but would it be worth the Parish Council asking residents in both Gould Close and The Hoppitt if they want the lights so as to obtain a more rounded view.   Then, based on the feedback from residents, the Parish Council could go back to Cllr Balcombe and EFDC letting them know the outcome, and to obtain a more detailed understanding of why the lights were installed.   Cllr Offord advised he was happy to go and knock on doors in the Hoppitt to obtain views.  Cllr Heymer stated that should somebody fall on the footpaths, the installation of the lighting would not mitigate that accident.   Cllr Balcombe stated that perhaps the problem at the Hoppitt was residents driving over the pavement to park on the grass.  Cllr Offord said this may be a possibility, albeit the Chairman disagreed.  Cllr Offord stated that the footpath was dangerous.  The Chairman stated that footpaths and areas in The Hoppitt was the responsibility of EFDC not ECC. 

It was AGREED the Parish Council would do some investigative work on the matter, including liaising with residents, and go back to Cllr Balcombe with their findings.   In addition, the Clerk handed over to Cllr Balcombe pictures of the footpaths in The Hoppitt and asked that he take the matter up with EFDC which he confirmed he would.

PC.778 MORETON VILLAGE GREEN
The Clerk advised that at the 18th June meeting of Clerks and the Leader of EFDC, Cllr Whitbread advised that if any Council had requests for asset transfers, these should be forwarded directly to him to action.  The Clerk had therefore provided Cllr Whitbread with a copy of the asset transfer request sent to Jen Gould (EFDC) in October 2025, asking him to formally consider the transfer of this asset to MBLPC.  Since this time, an email had been received from Mr Ferrari, Communities Director, stating that as discussed in the meeting with Cllr Whitbread the policy was currently going through the governance process. All being well it will be adopted by October 2026. Once the policy has been adopted, Mr Ferrari will make contact with the Parish Council to let us know the process to apply for an asset transfer. In the meantime, details of the land requested had been formally noted.

PC.779 DIGITAL ESSEX
Councillors NOTED that Digital Essex were awaiting a response from one of the landowners following a survey that was completed.  

PC.780 CLERKS COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE REPORT
The Clerk reported the following:
a) Death of young child aged 11 in Ongar - George Dennis – went to Moreton School.  Agreed Council should make a formal statement that the Clerk will do in conjunction with the Chairman the following morning.  
b) ECC, EFDC, EALC and RCCE communications are emailed to Members on a regular basis and where relevant information is included
c) External Audit documentation submitted to Auditor and published on website.
d) Updated Members Interest Forms – discussed earlier in meeting.
e) Overgrown hedging at The Glebe – passed to EFDC for action.  Cllr Balcombe confirmed it had been reported to the Director of Housing
f) No update on Green by John Barleycorn (Clay Pitts)
g) Cllr Alan Lion elected as Chairman of EFDC – has offered to attend a Parish Council meeting this year. Agreed invited him to come along to a future meeting.
h) Winter Salt Partnership – do we need any additional salt?  No, however put this matter on September agenda so that Salt Bins can be checked.  
i) Response following query regarding EFDC Waste Fly Tip issue Stapleford Tawney (attached to agenda).

PC.781 POLICIES
The Parish Council should review its policies and procedures at least one per year. This includes the following documents:
· Financial Regulations, Standing Orders, Grants, Bullying and Harassment, Disciplinary, Equality and Diversity, Complaints, GDPR, Planning, Publication Scheme, Reserves, Risk Assessment, Code of Conduct, and Statement of Internal Controls.
The Clerk had emailed out to Councillors details of all the policies where there were proposed amendments, and a list (and links) to policies that were not proposed for amendment. Councillors had been asked to review and either recommend changes or readopt these policies.  Cllr Padfield PROPOSED all changes be agreed and adopted.  This was SECONDED by Cllr Collins.  A vote was taken, the result was unanimous.

PC.782 INSURNACE
The Parish Council recently renewed its insurance, and following a recommendation from the Internal Audit, the Fidelity Guarantee had now been increased to £100,000 and was at no additional premium to the Council.

PC.783 PLANNING 

a) There were no planning applications for consideration.

b) Councillors NOTED the following planning applications below which had been responded to by way of the Clerk’s delegated powers following email consultation with Councillors: 

	EPF/1185/26
	Bushes Cottage, Gould Close, Moreton, Ongar, CM5 0LG
	Construction of a new timber framed agricultural building attached to an existing timber framed building in ancillary residential use. The proposal requires the demolition of a 13.3m2 lean to element currently used as a gym.
NO OBJECTION
It was also noted that the Clerk had become aware of discrepancies in terms of the site plan, and had notified the planning officer of this.

	EPF/1112/26 & EPF/1114/26
	Black Hall, Bridge Road, Moreton, Ongar, CM5 0LJ
	Single storey rear extension and associated internal alterations, and listed building application for the same
NO OBJECTION

	EPF/1161/26
	Garden House, Harlow Road, Moreton, Ongar, CM5 0LE
	Grade II Listed Building Consent for replacement windows.
NO OBJECTION

	EPF/0860/26
	High Laver House, Harlow Road, High Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DR
	Erection of New Entrance Gates.
NO OBJECTION



c) To NOTE the following planning application for which EFDC do not accept comment -NIL. 

d) To NOTE any other planning matters:

	APPEAL
EPF/0043/26
	North Wilmore Barn, Workers Road, High Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DZ
	Variation of Condition 2 Plan numbers of EPF/1931/19
Appeal against refusal AP-13663


	APPEAL
EPF/0117/26
	3 Old Glass House, Kents Lane, North Weald Bassett, Epping, CM16 6AX
	Conversion of dwelling into two and conversion of outbuilding into a separate dwelling and associated works
Appeal against Refusal - APP 13666

	Enforcement
ENF/0118/26
	Lakeview, Moreton
	Erection of large structure
Enforcement visited 18th June.  Permission required.  EFDC invited individual to submit planning application and awaiting feedback from agent.

	Enforcement
ENF/0019/26 
	Embleys Farm, Binder Loams Ltd, Fyfield Road, Moreton, Ongar
	Expanded their operation beyond the established site and encroached onto agricultural land.
No update



e) Councillors NOTED the following Planning decision by EFDC:
	EPF/0744/26
DRC
	Wynters Cottage, Hastingwood Road, Magdalen Laver, Ongar, CM5 0EW
	Approval of Details Reserved by Conditions 3 and 4 Materials and Details of EPF/0053/26 and EPF/0064/26 LB (New fenestration to kitchen/dining area, new first floor side gable window to annex and 2 x conservation roof lights
	Approved 8/6/26
PC unable to comment as DRC

	EPF/0106/26
&
EPF/0108/26
	Bushes, Murrays Barn, Wind Hill, Magdalen Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DS
	Rear extension and internal alterations for double bay garage and open plan kitchen, and listed building application for the same.
	Refused 16/6/26 for reasons of its scale, siting, form and unsympathetic design, failing to preserve the special interest, setting and significance of the listed building and its curtilage listed buildings.
The PC had no objection


	EPF/0860/26
	High Laver House, Harlow Road, High Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DR
	Erection of New Entrance Gates.
	Approved 26/6/26
The PC had no objection



PC.784 FINANCIAL MATTERS
a) Councillors approved the payments below. PROPOSED Cllr Stuart, SECONDED Cllr Offord:
	BACS
	A Jones
	May & June Salary &  PAYE
	£1,109.46 & £277.20 PAYE

	BACS
	HMRC
	Employers National Insurance contribution May & June
	£82.90

	BACS
	Councilwise
	Annual Subscription
	£180.00
(VAT £30.00)

	BACS
	Heelis & Lodge
	Internal Audit 25/26
	£245.00


	BACS
	Adriana Jones (Microsoft)
	Annual Subscription Office365 refund
	£84.99
(VAT £14.16)



	
b) The Chairman was unable to review the Bank Reconciliation against the bank statements, so this would be completed at the September meeting.

PC.785 ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
· Rural Affordable Housing (for mid-year review)
· Essex Safer Speeds Strategy (phase 2) – future meeting
· Salt Bins

PC.786 DATES OF NEXT MEETING 
Tuesday 8th September 2026 – Moreton Village Hall
Tuesday 10th November 2026 – Moreton Village Hall
Tuesday 8th December 2025 – Moreton Village Hall Open Parish Meeting


Meeting closed 8.01pm

Chairman …………………………………………………….


Date ………………………………………………………….
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