MORETON, BOBBINGWORTH AND THE LAVERS
PARISH COUNCIL


Clerk: Mrs Adriana Jones                                                 		   Email: clerk@mblparishcouncil.co.uk 
			 
Dear Councillor

You are hereby summoned to attend the Annual Meeting of Moreton, Bobbingworth and the Lavers Parish Council, which will be held on Tuesday 14th July 2026 at 7.30pm at MAGDALEN LAVER VILLAGE HALL. 
[image: Signature of the Parish Clerk]
Adriana Jones
Parish Clerk and RFO
8th July 2026

AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
To consider any apologies for absence.

2. OTHER ABSENCES
To note any absences for which no apology has been received.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
To receive any Declarations of Interest by Members. A Member with a personal interest in a matter must consider whether it is a Disclosable Pecuniary, Other Registerable or Non-Registerable Interest, and declare it accordingly. A Member who is unsure as to how to declare their interest should seek independent advice.

4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
To approve as a correct record the Minutes of 12th May and 23rd June Parish Council meetings, as attached to the agenda.

5. PARISHIONERS’ FORUM
To receive questions from members of the public. In accordance with an agreed procedure, the time allocated for public questions may be limited to 10 minutes or such other period determined by the Chairman of the Meeting.  

6. REPORTS
To receive any verbal reports from Councillors, which may include those who are representatives on Committees, Working Groups, Outside Bodies or who have attended other meetings.  Councillors are asked to note that no decisions can be taken under this agenda item.
a) Chairman’s Report
b) Vice Chairman’s Report
c) District and County Councillor Reports
d) Parish Councillor Reports
e) Police reports

7.  PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY (PRoW)
To NOTE any updates or issues.

8.  MORETON BRIDGE
It is understood that work has now been completed on repairs to Moreton Bridge following recent damage.  Cllr Stuart did try and establish if there was any Ring Doorbell footage of the incident, however there was not.  Councillors are asked to advise the Clerk if they have any concerns regarding the repairs.

9.  HERITAGE PROJECT
Councillors are asked to NOTE that a response was formally received regarding the National Lottery Heritage Grant Fund regarding this Councils application for funding as follows:
“We have now completed our assessment of your application and it was reviewed by the Head of Investment for Midlands & East alongside a number of other applications on 14 May 2026. We are experiencing a high level of demand for our funds and we had to take decisions on more applications than we had budget for. We considered your project against our investment principles and other factors we take into account when making decisions about funding. On the basis of that assessment, we have decided not to award a grant towards your project. I appreciate that this will be disappointing news for everyone involved in making the application. When considered against all applications reviewed at the decision meeting, it was concluded that the application did not address the programme requirements well enough to justify a grant, and the risks attached to the project were considered too high. In particular, the application does not take into account all four of our Investment Principles, nor address our digital outputs guidance, and evidence of permission from landowners was not included. We were unable to support your application on that basis”.

10.   STREET LIGHTS, MORETON
Over the course of the past few months, a number of solar powered low level streetlights have been installed at both The Hoppitt and Gould Close. The Clerk spent a considerable amount of time trying to establish who had installed these, and after having raised it with EFDC Cllr Balcombe, it was confirmed these were installed by EFDC Housing Team.  It would be normal practice for the Parish Council and residents to be advised or consulted on the installation of streetlights, and EFDC has apologised to the Parish Council.  The Clerk has asked Cllr Balcombe to confirm the reasons for the installation and will provide a further update at the meeting.

11.  MORETON VILLAGE GREEN
At the 18th June meeting of Clerks and the Leader of EFDC, Cllr Whitbread advised that if any Council had requests for asset transfers, these should be forwarded directly to him to action.  The Clerk has therefore provided Cllr Whitbread with a copy of the asset transfer request sent to Jen Gould (EFDC) in October 2025, asking him to formally consider the transfer of this asset to MBLPC.

12. DIGITAL ESSEX
To note there is no further update at the time of printing the agenda, however a formal update has been requested.

13. CLERKS COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE REPORT
To receive the oral report of the Clerk on matters which may be of current interest to Members and which require a formal update, and to receive such correspondence and communication, as the Clerk may place before the Council. Items under this agenda item are for noting only, and at the time of printing the agenda includes:
a) ECC, EFDC, EALC and RCCE communications are emailed to Members on a regular basis and where relevant information is included
b) External Audit documentation submitted to Auditor and published on website.
c) Updated Members Interest Forms.
d) Overgrown hedging at The Glebe – passed to EFDC for action.
e) No update on Green by John Barleycorn (Clay Pitts)
f) Cllr Alan Lion elected as Chairman of EFDC – has offered to attend a Parish Council meeting this year.
g) Winter Salt Partnership – do we need any additional salt?
h) Response following query regarding EFDC Waste Fly Tip issue Stapleford Tawney (attached to agenda)

14. POLICIES REVIEW
The Parish Council should review its policies and procedures at least one per year. This includes the following documents:
· Financial Regulations, Standing Orders, Grants, Bullying and Harassment, Disciplinary, Equality and Diversity, Complaints, GDPR, Planning, Publication Scheme, Reserves, Risk Assessment, Statement of Internal Controls.
The Clerk will email out to Councillors policies where there are proposed amendments, and a list (and links) to policies that are not proposed for amendment. Councillors are asked to review and either recommend changes or readopt these policies.

15.  INSURANCE
The Parish Council recently renewed its insurance, and following a recommendation from the Internal Audit, the Fidelity Guarantee has now been increased to £100,000 and is at no additional premium to the Council.

16.  PLANNING

a) To AGREE responses to planning applications which may not have been responded to before the date of this meeting:    NIL.

b) To NOTE the following planning applications below which have been responded to by way of the Clerk’s delegated powers following email consultation with Councillors:  

	EPF/1185/26
	Bushes Cottage, Gould Close, Moreton, Ongar, CM5 0LG
	Construction of a new timber framed agricultural building attached to an existing timber framed building in ancillary residential use. The proposal requires the demolition of a 13.3m2 lean to element currently used as a gym.
NO OBJECTION

	EPF/1112/26 & EPF/1114/26
	Black Hall, Bridge Road, Moreton, Ongar, CM5 0LJ
	Single storey rear extension and associated internal alterations, and listed building application for the same
NO OBJECTION

	EPF/1161/26
	Garden House, Harlow Road, Moreton, Ongar, CM5 0LE
	Grade II Listed Building Consent for replacement windows.
NO OBJECTION

	EPF/0860/26
	High Laver House, Harlow Road, High Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DR
	Erection of New Entrance Gates.
NO OBJECTION



c) To NOTE the following planning application for which EFDC do not accept comment: NIL

d) To NOTE any other planning matters:
	APPEAL
EPF/0043/26
	North Wilmore Barn, Workers Road, High Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DZ
	Variation of Condition 2 Plan numbers of EPF/1931/19
Appeal against refusal AP-13663


	APPEAL
EPF/0117/26
	3 Old Glass House, Kents Lane, North Weald Bassett, Epping, CM16 6AX
	Conversion of dwelling into two and conversion of outbuilding into a separate dwelling and associated works
Appeal against Refusal - APP 13666

	Enforcement
ENF/0118/26
	Lakeview, Moreton
	Erection of large structure
Enforcement visited 18th June.  Permission required.  EFDC invited individual to submit planning application and awaiting feedback from agent.

	Enforcement
ENF/0019/26 
	Embleys Farm, Binder Loams Ltd, Fyfield Road, Moreton, Ongar
	expanded their operation beyond the established site and encroached onto agricultural land.
No update



e) To NOTE the following Planning decision by EFDC:
	EPF/0744/26
DRC
	Wynters Cottage, Hastingwood Road, Magdalen Laver, Ongar, CM5 0EW
	Approval of Details Reserved by Conditions 3 and 4 Materials and Details of EPF/0053/26 and EPF/0064/26 LB (New fenestration to kitchen/dining area, new first floor side gable window to annex and 2 x conservation roof lights
	Approved 8/6/26
PC unable to comment as DRC

	EPF/0106/26
&
EPF/0108/26
	Bushes, Murrays Barn, Wind Hill, Magdalen Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DS
	Rear extension and internal alterations for double bay garage and open plan kitchen, and listed building application for the same.
	Refused 16/6/26 for reasons of its scale, siting, form and unsympathetic design, failing to preserve the special interest, setting and significance of the listed building and its curtilage listed buildings.
The PC had no objection


	EPF/0860/26
	High Laver House, Harlow Road, High Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DR
	Erection of New Entrance Gates.
	Approved 26/6/26
The PC had no objection



17.  FINANCIAL MATTERS
a) To approve the payments listed below:
	BACS
	A Jones
	May & June Salary &  PAYE
	£1,109.46 & £277.20 PAYE

	BACS
	HMRC
	Employers National Insurance contribution May & June
	£82.90

	BACS
	Councilwise
	Annual Subscription
	£180.00
(VAT £30.00)

	BACS
	Heelis & Lodge
	Internal Audit 25/26
	£245.00


	BACS
	Adriana Jones (Microsoft)
	Annual Subscription Office365 refund
	£84.99
(VAT £14.16)



b) To review the bank reconciliation against the bank statements up to 30th June 2026

18.  ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING / UPDATE TO KEEP ON AGENDA
· Rural Affordable Housing (for mid-year review)
· Essex Safer Speeds Strategy (phase 2) – future meeting

19.  DATES AND LOCATIONS OF MEETING 2026
Tuesday 8th September 2026 – Moreton Village Hall
Tuesday 10th November 2026 – Moreton Village Hall
Tuesday 8th December 2026 – Moreton Village Hall Open Parish Meeting
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