
DRAFT


MORETON, BOBBINGWORTH AND THE LAVERS PARISH COUNCIL

Meeting Minutes (Draft)

Meeting: 	Annual Parish Council Meeting
Date: 	12th May 2026, 7.30pm
Venue: 	Moreton Village Hall	

PRESENT:

Councillors (11):    	Cllr Crosbie (Chairman), Cllr Padfield, Cllr Carpenter, Cllr Stuart, Cllr Offord
		Cllr Day, Cllr Collins, Cllr Heymer, Cllr Cooper, Cllr Darken, Cllr Dawson		

Also in Attendance (1):   Adriana Jones – Clerk 
Members of the Public: (1) 
Members of the Press (0)

PC.743 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
In accordance with Standing Orders, Cllr Ewen Crosbie was elected as Chairman for a two-year period beginning May 2025.  Councillors formally confirmed his continuance as Chairman for the 2026/2027 municipal year.  

PC.744 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
In accordance with Standing Orders, Cllr Andy Stuart was elected as Vice-Chairman for a two-year period beginning May 2025. Councillors formally confirmed his continuance as Vice-Chairman for the 2026/2027 municipal year.

PC.745 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (0)
None.

PC.746 OTHER ABSENCES (0)
None.

PC.747 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

PC.748 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 24th March 2026 were approved. PROPOSED Cllr Offord and SECONDED Cllr Martin. Unanimously agreed.  

PC.749 PARISHIONERS’ FORUM
The Chairman welcomed the public present.  It was requested the matters raised by the resident at the prior Annual Meeting of the Electorate were also recorded for this meeting.  These matters were:
· Why had it taken EFDC so long to address the issue of the large fly tip in Stapleford Tawney, and what the current situation was now.  Agreed Clerk would contact Cllr Balcombe regarding this.
· Poor state of the roads in terms of potholes.  Noted that reports of potholes should be made on ECC website, which was normally very good. 

PC.750 REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES
The following representation on outside bodies / committees were AGREED:
	Representation
	2026/2027 Responsibility

	Magdalen Laver Village Hall
	Cllr Crosbie

	Moreton Village Hall
	Cllr Collins

	Footpath Representative
	Cllr Darken

	EFDC/ECC Transport (TBC)
	Parish Clerk where necessary

	Epping Forest Countrycare
	Cllr Offord

	Bobbingworth Nature Reserve
	Cllr Stuart

	Crime and related issues 
	Cllr Darken

	Joint Standards Committee
	Cllr Padfield

	EFDC Local Liaison / Branch meetings
	Cllr Crosbie

	Neighbourhood Plan Review Committee
	Cllr Crosbie, Cllr Carpenter, Cllr Offord

	Policies Working Group
	Cllr Crosbie, Cllr Stuart, Cllr Heymer 



PC.751 REPORTS
a) Chairmans report – The Chairman had provided a full written report at the Annual Meeting of the Electorate prior to this meeting.

b) Vice Chairmans report – covered in main body of agenda.

c) ECC - No report submitted. 
d) EFDC – No report submitted
e) Parish Councillor reports
· Cllr Stuart reminded Councillors of the recent planning application in Gainsthorpe Road where a resident had raised concerns that their neighbour had encroached onto EFDC land.  He had received a report that this neighbour had now obtained vacant possession of the land (albeit this report came from a resident and not from a formal body).  
· Cllr Cooper advised of two local residents that were interested in becoming Councillors in the near future. 
· Cllr Heymer reported the number of potholes going from Moreton up towards Shelley.  Cllr Heymer was asked to send specific locations of the potholes to the Clerk (preferably using What3Words) so that she can report these to ECC.
f) Police Report – No report

PC.752 PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY
It was NOTED that Footpath Magdalen Laver 32 had now been cleared, albeit at the wrong angle. 

PC.753 MORETON BRIDGE
On 22nd April the Clerk was advised of damage that had been caused to Moreton Bridge.  This matter was immediately reported to the ECC Structures Team who advised they would be visiting site and arranging for urgent repairs.  Councillors recalled as reported at the January meeting the bridge is inspected on a biennial cycle, every two years, and it was last inspected in November 2023 (as per an email received 16th January 2026) and that its next inspection was due to take place in the 2025/2026 financial year, which has now ended.    The Clerk had asked for a formal update from the ECC structures Team on both these matters, and had received an email dated 8th May stating that the latest inspection was carried out in January, and there had been a recommendation for “refurbishment TLC required in the medium to long term”. The email also stated that ECC had checked for any RTC's at the structure, but there doesn't seem to have been any since installing the bollards in 2016.  The Clerk confirmed she had asked for a full copy of the inspection report, and if any works were carried out following damage that occurred at end of April, however no response had yet been received.  

The Chairman advised that there had seemingly been a visit from ECC as barriers had been erected around some of the structure, however when he visited earlier in the week, he felt the state of the bridge was extremely dangerous an warranted some emergency action. He had taken photos and would send these to the Clerk.  Cllr Offord asked if local businesses who operated HGVs could be asked not to use the bridge. Cllr Darken asked why there wasn’t a weight limit on the bridge, to which Cllr Stuart advised it was his understanding this had something to do with the category of road, along with the need for farm vehicles being able to use the bridge.  Cllr Colins referred to a ‘voluntary’ arrangement or ‘unwritten rule’ that the bridge was effectively used one way, but that this didn’t seem to be in operation now.  Cllr Cooper expressed concern as to what would happen when repairs were undertaken on the bridge and the road is closed, and that there should be a plan to address how vehicles would cross the Cripsey Brook.  

The question was raised as to if there was any ring doorbell footage locally of when the accident occurred. Cllr Stuart advised he would speak to a local resident whose ring doorbell may have captured something. It was AGREED the Clerk would raise the matter again with the ECC Structures Team sending them the updated photos and asking for an update on works.

PC.754 HERITAGE PROJECT
Councillors NOTED that the Clerk was still awaiting a response to the National Lottery Heritage Grant Funding application of £11,875 for the heritage project.  Grants normally take around 8 weeks to decide, and we were still within this time period.  Works were also being undertaken to try and source some alternative funding.  It was noted that within the EMR was around £4,500 for this project, and the suggestion was raised that perhaps the project could be completed in stages with a few boards being completed first.  Cllr Stuart advised that his “history society” contacts in America had agreed to grant £1,000 towards this project.   Cllr Collins stated that the Parish Council held enough reserves to provide more funding for the project.  It was AGREED what whilst waiting for a response from the National Lottery funding, Cllr Stuart would look into splitting the project into different phases, and would report back at the next meeting.

PC.755 GREEN NEAR JOHN BARLEYCORN, HIGH LAVER
Councillors recalled this matter was discussed at the March meeting, and it was agreed to provide an update at the May meeting.  The Clerk had completed a land registry check of the ‘Clay Pits’ land, and it is unregistered land (thus, currently ownerless unless somebody goes through the process of trying to claim it).  Furthermore, the Clerk had viewed a copy of the electronic Register of Village Greens dated from 1980 and this land is not registered, however a formal request had been made to ECC just in case the land was registered after this date.  It was noted that no report had been provided regarding the FWAG assessment of the land at this time.
 
PC.756 APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS 2025/2026
Cllr Carpenter PROPOSED, and Cllr Stuart SECONDED the draft accounts as submitted with the agenda be APPROVED.  A vote was taken, the result of which was unanimous.

PC.757 DIGITAL ESSEX
The Clerk advised that following a letter received from Alex Burghart MP regarding this issue, she had suggested to the Digital Essex Team they may also wish to liaise with Mr Burghart on this matter.  The Team had provided the Clerk with an update stating that they had met with the landowner at Nether Hall Farm which was really positive, and some photos had been taken to illustrate what a mast in this location would look like. Once these are ready, they will be provided to the Parish Council and community to review.  He had also suggested it may be worth considering the Digital Essex community questionnaire to gauge support, and the Clerk confirmed she had requested a copy. 

Cllr Collins asked if any mast would be 4g or 5g, as he recalled from the previous application that 5g had a very limited range and would not be particularly effective in this rural area. The Chairman noted this, stating that this would possibly form part of the discussion with Digital Essex.

PC.758 CLERKS COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE REPORT
The Clerk reported the following:
a) ECC, EFDC, EALC and RCCE communications are emailed to Members on a regular basis and where relevant information is included
b) Clerk responded to the Essex Safer Speeds Strategy public consultation as agreed at the March meeting.
c) To note that this Council does not hold the GPC as a result of not having two thirds of Councillors elected.
d) VAT return for 25/26 had been submitted
e) EFDC implementing immediate 7-point plan to address local traffic issues as a result of North Weald Market
f) EFDC Member training day Friday 15th May 11am start
g) Letter from Alex Burghart MP
h) Bobbingworth Bioblitz Saturday 13th June – Free event ages 5 and up
i) Updates placed in two local magazines
j) Following the 7th May 2026 elections, this Parish’s District Councillors were now Ray Balcombe, Richard Morgan and Karen McIvor, and the County Councillor remained Jaymey McIvor.

PC.759 INSURANCE
The Parish Councils insurance was due for renewal on 1st June 2026.  The cost of Insurance for 25/26 held with Zurich was £480.85, with the quote received this year being £490.15. This represents a 1.9% increase, is within budget and is considered reasonable. Councillors AGREED to continue with Zurich for the 26/27 year.

PC.760 DELEGATED POWERS
Councillors AGREED the continuance of delegated powers to the Clerk, to allow her to respond to planning applications, the deadline for which may be prior to the next available meeting.  The delegated powers involve the Clerk obtaining the views of all Councillors on planning applications, and then responding to the Local Planning Authority with the majority view within the timeframe provided.

PC.761 ELECTRONIC NOTIFICATION
Councillors AGREED receipt of all meeting notifications, agendas, minutes, and all general correspondence to be received via email. 

PC.762 AUDIT
a. Councillors noted the internal audit for 25/26 would be taking place w/c 25th May 2026.  This would be completed remotely, with the Clerk arranging for all requested material to be emailed to the Auditor.
b. Councillors noted the external audit (AGAR) needed to be completed by 30th June, and approved by full Council, however this cannot be completed until after the internal audit had been completed.  As such, a date for an additional full council meeting had been set for Tuesday 23rd June 2026, 7.30pm at Moreton Village Hall.

PC.763 LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION
On 25th March 2026, the Government announced it was supporting proposals for a 5 tier unitary system for Essex, meaning Epping Forest District will be merged with Harlow and Uttlesford to create the new ‘West Essex Council’.  The Ministerial Statement sets out that delivering reorganisation for the benefit of all residents is a shared endeavour, and ongoing collaboration will be vital to ensure that these reforms are implemented with the interests of residents at their heart.  The Government remain committed to the timetable they have set out previously, with elections to the new unitary councils taking place in May 2027, ahead of them going live and delivering services in April 2028. 

There was discussion about how the change from ECC to being a majority Reform Party may affect this process, with the Reform party previously making it clear that if they got into power, the move to a Unitary would not take place. The Clerk advised that Harlow Council (a Conservative controlled Council) had already published a statement that they would challenge this decision.

PC.764 PLANNING 

a) Councillors AGREED the following planning comments to current applications:
	EPF/0675/26
Full
	Glenwood, Pedlars End, Moreton, Ongar, CM5 0LW
	Demotion of dwelling and outbuildings and provision of  7no. new dwellings.


	Whilst the Parish Council accepts there are changes that have been made which resolve some of the objections to the previous application (EPF/1722/24), the Parish Council OBJECTS to this application for the following reasons:
1. There are inconsistencies within the application regarding the type of homes to be provided.  The application states 7 new homes, however the DAS varies between these being a mixture of 4, 2 and 1 bed homes and only 2 and 1 bed homes (page 24 of the DAS Masterplan).  This needs to be clarified, as it also affects the accuracy of the volume calculations.  Taking all the plans into account, if we assume it is 2x4 bed, 4x2 bed, and 1x1 bed, the parking allocation is insufficient.  The Essex Parking Guidance 2024 identifies this area as being in low or very low connectivity, meaning 3 parking spaces should be provided for each 4 bedroom home.  Given this is a highly unsustainable area with no public transport, and cannot be made sustainable, it is essential sufficient parking is provided.  As proposed the application fails to meet the requirements of Neighbourhood Plan Policy MBL 1.1 - Type, size, scale and design of new-build homes part (d), and Policy MBL 4.2 Parking part (a).  It also falls short of the expectation and guidance in the Essex Parking Guidance 2024, and EFDC Local Plan policy T1 Policy T1 Sustainable Transport Choices part E (iv).

2. The starting point is that the construction of new buildings in the Green Belt is inappropriate, unless very special circumstances apply, or it falls within one of the exceptions.  The applicant refers the appeal outcome of EPF/1722/24, setting out that the inspector found the proposal was acceptable in the green belt, however the appeal decision was relating to 3 new homes, not 7.  The increased built form, located in a linear arrangement within close proximity to each other and being significantly closer to the road than the existing buildings results in a visual loss of openness to the green belt when viewed from the road.  As such, the application does not comply with Local Plan policies DM4 Green Belt (C(iv)) and DM9 High Quality Design.

3. The proposal suggests the removal of all the outbuilding on site (to allow the volume of the new buildings). As per the previous application, the proposed site plan (red lined area) does not include details regarding the area at the rear section of the site, or what this additional area of land would be used for, other than the relocation of spoil.  It is unclear if it is the intention is to continue with private equestrian facilities.  These details are relevant, as the applicant is intending on using the volume from the equestrian outbuildings to permit proposed 7 new buildings. The proposed replacement buildings have a greater impact in bult form, and their replacement (justified by the applicant by the volume usage) should only be permitted if the equestrian use is to cease, as if not then the stabling would clearly still be required.   The Parish Council would not support the ‘re-use of volume from current stabling’, if the equestrian activities are to continue, as it would undoubtedly necessitate a future application for further stabling, resulting in a further impact to the greenbelt (Local Plan policy DM4 (C(iv)) also applies in this case).

4. With regard to PRoW (Footpath 16 Moreton) the Parish Council would have no concerns regarding the proposed reinstatement of the route from the main road going through the site (from south to north), however the definitive map shows this PRoW also runs along the front of the property adjacent to Pedlars end for a significant distance, and this doesn’t seem to have been included in the proposals.  Thus, the PRoW issues has not been fully addressed at this point.

5. Page 39 of the DAS has a plan showing the two proposed bin collection points.  These are located on Pedlars End on the public verge (see image below).  Firstly, the proposed size of the two collection points are far too small.  The average width needed for 3 x wheelie bins and a food caddie is around 2.5m.  Second, these verges are not flat, and as such wheelie bins cannot be safely placed on them without toppling over.  This will mean these bins will more than likely be placed on the actual road itself which presents a safety issue for road users. In addition, there would likely be 21 wheelie bins and 7 food caddies lining the road.  The Essex Design Guides’ consistent message is that bins should not clutter or visually harm streets and frontages.  As currently presented, the proposed collection points are not acceptable and fails to comply with the principles the Essex Design Guide.

6. It is accepted that the proposed access point to the site is already in existence, however there would be an increase in vehicle movements to and from the site as a result of the proposal.  The access point is located on in very close proximity to another two access roads, and consideration needs to be given to the impact additional traffic would have on the road safety of this area. This impact has not been given any careful consideration.

7. The average height of a single storey home is 4.5m, however the proposed height Bungalow is over 5.6m high which seems excessive for a bungalow.

The Parish Council is willing to attend a planning committee and exercise its right to address that committee.

Should the Council be minded to grant permission, consideration should be given to removing permitting rights from the entire site, as well as a condition that the existing buildings should be removed. 




b) Councillors NOTED the following planning applications below which had been responded to by way of the Clerk’s delegated powers following email consultation with Councillors: 

	EPF/0611/26
Full
	Ongar Park Hall, High Road, North Weald Bassett, Epping, CM16 6GQ
	Demolition of existing agricultural building and construction of a replacement agricultural building.
NO OBJECTION

	EPF/0680/26
HH
	The Dower House, Harlow Road, High Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DT
	Proposed demolition of existing garages and stores, and erection of Garages for The Dower House, and Annex accommodation for dependent relative.
NO OBJECTION



c) To NOTE the following planning application for which EFDC do not accept comment: 
	EPF/0744/26
DRC
	Wynters Cottage, Hastingwood Road, Magdalen Laver, Ongar, CM5 0EW
	Approval of Details Reserved by Conditions 3 and 4 Materials and Details of EPF/0053/26 and EPF/0064/26 LB (New fenestration to kitchen/dining area, new first floor side gable window to annex and 2 x conservation roof lights to bathroom. Like for like roof tile replacement as necessary).



d) Councillors NOTED the following Planning decision by EFDC:
	EPF/0534/26
PN
	NEW FARM, Land west of New House Lane, Newhouse Lane, ONGAR  , CM5 0DJ
	Prior Notification for an agricultural storage building.
	Prior notification not required 13/4/26
The PC was not notified of this application, nor can it comment

	EPF/1720/25
HH
	3 Envilles Cottages, Abbess Road, Little Laver, Ongar, CM5 0JH
	Side conservatory extension.
	Refused 15/4/26 for reasons of fails to achieve a high quality design and would appear awkward and unbalanced and impact on green belt
The PC had no objection

	EPF/0340/26
HH

	Spinney Croft, Workers Road, High Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DZ
	Single storey flat roof extension and changes to soft and hard landscaping.
	Refused 16/4/26 for reasons of inappropriate development in the Green Belt.
The PC had no objection

	EPF/0117/26
Full
	3 Old Glass House, Kents Lane, North Weald Bassett, Epping, CM16 6AX
	Conversion of dwelling into two and conversion of outbuilding into a separate dwelling and associated works
	Refused 22/4/26 for reasons of intensification of use and the conversion of the outbuilding into a separate dwelling, would result in a material loss of Green Belt openness and lead to encroachment into the countryside, sustainability, and creation of narrow plot.
The PC had no objection

	EPF/0216/26

	Spinney Farm, Spinney Farm Barn, Workers Road, High Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DZ
	Proposed 3no car, car port.
	Granted 22/4/26
The PC had no objection

	EPF/0053/26 &
EPF/0064/26
LB & HH
	Wynters Cottage, Hastingwood Road, Magdalen Laver, Ongar, CM5 0EW
	New fenestration to kitchen/dining area, new first floor side gable window to annex and 2 x conservation roof lights to bathroom. Like for like roof tile replacement as necessary, and listed building permission for the same
	Granted 9/3/26
The PC had no objection

	EPF/0307/26
DRC

	North Wilmore Barn, Workers Road, High Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DZ
	Approval of Details Reserved by Condition 4 Details of windows and doors of EPF/2059/19 (Application for Grade II Listed Building consent for proposed extension to the existing building with a new basement, entrance lobby and mid-storey extensions to the South and North elevations, together with a new separate pool house).
	Refused 11/3/26 for inadequate information supplied
The PC is unable to comment on this application

	EPF/0103/26
&
EPF/0104/26
LB & HH
	Black Hall, Bridge Road, Moreton, Ongar, CM5 0LJ
	Single storey rear extension, and listed building permission for the same
	Granted 12 & 17 March 26
The PC had no objection

	EPF/2562/25
LB
	Wood Farm, Moreton Road, Ongar, CM5 0EY
	Grade II Listed Building Consent for re-rendering and works to the existing windows at Wood Farmhouse.
	Granted 17/6/26
The PC had no objection

	EPF/0382/26
ECC APP
	Ashlyns Organic Farm Shop, Epping Road, North Weald Bassett, Epping, CM16 6RZ
	County Consultation for odour monitoring pursuant to condition 18 of planning permission ref: ESS/04/23/EPF Continued operation of composting facility without compliance with condition 8 (stockpile heights) attached to permission ref. ESS/09/20/EPF to allow window heights to be constructed to a maximum height of 4 metres.
	Raise no objection

	EPF/0418/26
TPO
	Water End Farmhouse, Epping Road, Bobbingworth, Ongar, CM5 0DE
	TPO/EPF/105/10 (Ref: T5)
	Granted 30/3/26
The PC had no objection



PC.765 FINANCIAL MATTERS
a) Councillors approved the payments below. PROPOSED Cllr Stuart, SECONDED Cllr Carpenter:
	BACS
	A Jones
	Mar & April Salary &  PAYE
	£1,109.46 & £277.20 PAYE

	BACS
	HMRC
	Employers National Insurance contribution April and May
	£82.90

	BACS
	Essex Association of Local Councils
	Annual Subscription
	£447.32


	BACS
	Adriana Jones
	Homes office Oct’25-Mar’26 and expenses (land registry)
	£274.00


	BACS
	RCCE
	Annual Subs
	£85.80
(VAT £14.30)

	BACS
	Cloudnext
	Renewal Internet hosting 
	£59.98
(VAT £9.99)



	
b) The Chairman reviewed the Bank Reconciliation against the bank statements and signed it accordingly.

PC.766 ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
· Rural Affordable Housing (for mid-year review)
· Essex Safer Speeds Strategy (phase 2) – future meeting
· Full review of policies (July meeting)

PC.767 DATES OF NEXT MEETING 
Tuesday 23rd June 2026 – Moreton Village Hall
Tuesday 14th July 2026 – Magdalen Laver Village Hall
Tuesday 8th September 2026 – Moreton Village Hall
Tuesday 10th November 2026 – Moreton Village Hall
Tuesday 8th December 2025 – Moreton Village Hall Open Parish Meeting


Meeting closed 8.30pm

Chairman …………………………………………………….


Date ………………………………………………………….
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