MORETON, BOBBINGWORTH AND THE LAVERS
PARISH COUNCIL


Clerk: Mrs Adriana Jones                                                 		   Email: clerk@mblparishcouncil.co.uk 
			 
Dear Councillor

You are hereby summoned to attend the Annual Meeting of Moreton, Bobbingworth and the Lavers Parish Council, which will be held on Tuesday 12th May 2026 at 7.30pm at MORETON VILLAGE HALL. 
[image: Signature of the Parish Clerk]
Adriana Jones
Parish Clerk and RFO
4th May 2026

AGENDA

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
In accordance with Standing Orders, Cllr Ewen Crosbie was elected as Chairman for a two-year period beginning May 2025.  As such, Councillors are asked to formally confirm his continuance as Chairman for the 2026/2027 municipal year.

2. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
In accordance with Standing Orders, Cllr Andy Stuart was elected as Vice-Chairman for a two-year period beginning May 2025.  As such, Councillors are asked to formally confirm his continuance as Vice-Chairman for the 2026/2027 municipal year.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
To consider any apologies for absence.

4. OTHER ABSENCES
To note any absences for which no apology has been received.

5. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
To receive any Declarations of Interest by Members. A Member with a personal interest in a matter must consider whether it is a Disclosable Pecuniary, Other Registerable or Non-Registerable Interest, and declare it accordingly. A Member who is unsure as to how to declare their interest should seek independent advice.

6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
To approve as a correct record the Minutes of 24th March 2026 Parish Council meeting, as previously circulated.

7. PARISHIONERS’ FORUM
To receive questions from members of the public. In accordance with an agreed procedure, the time allocated for public questions may be limited to 10 minutes or such other period determined by the Chairman of the Meeting.  

8. REPRESENTATIONS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
Councillors are asked to determine the Council’s representatives on outside bodies. Current/former representative (where applicable) are shown below: 

	Representation
	2025/2026 Responsibility

	Magdalen Laver Village Hall
	Cllr Crosbie

	Moreton Village Hall
	Cllr Collins

	Footpath Representative
	Cllr Crosbie

	EFDC/ECC Transport (TBC)
	Parish Clerk where necessary

	Epping Forest Countrycare
	Cllr Offord

	Bobbingworth Nature Reserve
	Cllr Stuart

	Crime and related issues 
	Cllr Darken

	Joint Standards Committee
	Cllr Padfield

	EFDC Local Liaison / Branch meetings
	Cllr Crosbie

	Neighbourhood Plan Review Committee
	Cllr Crosbie (suggest two more Councillors)



9. REPORTS
To receive any verbal reports from Councillors, which may include those who are representatives on Committees, Working Groups, Outside Bodies or who have attended other meetings.  Councillors are asked to note that no decisions can be taken under this agenda item.
a) Chairman’s Report
b) Vice Chairman’s Report
c) District and County Councillor Reports
d) Parish Councillor Reports
e) Police reports

10.  PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY (PRoW)
To NOTE any updates or issues – Magdalen Laver Footpath 32 now cleared.

11.  MORETON BRIDGE
On 22nd April the Clerk was advised of damage that had been caused to Moreton Bridge.  This matter was immediately reported to the ECC Structures Team who advised they would be visiting site and arranging for urgent repairs.  Councillors will also recall the bridge is inspected on a biennial cycle, every two years, and it was last inspected in November 2023.  ECC advised its next inspection was due to take place in the 2025/2026 financial year which has now ended.  The Clerk has asked for a formal update from the ECC structures Team on both these matters, and it is hoped an update will be available in time to be reported at the meeting.

12.  HERITAGE PROJECT
Councillors are asked to NOTE that the Clerk is still awaiting a response to the National Lottery Heritage Grant Funding application of £11,875 for the heritage project.  Grants normally take around 8 weeks to decide, and we are still within this time period.  Works are also being undertaken to try and source some alternative funding.

13.   GREEN NEAR JOHN BARLEYCORN, HIGH LAVER
Councillors will recall this matter was discussed at the March meeting, and it was agreed to provide an update at the May meeting.  The Clerk has completed a land registry check of the ‘Clay Pits’ land, and it is unregistered land (thus, currently ownerless unless somebody goes through the process of trying to claim it).  Furthermore, the Clerk has viewed a copy of the electronic Register of Village Greens dated from 1980 and this land is not registered, however a formal request has been made to ECC just in case the land was registered after this date.  An update will be provided at the meeting.  Councillors are asked to note that a copy of the FWAG inspection of the area has not yet been received from the local resident who attended the March meeting.

14.  APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS 2025/2026
To CONSIDER the draft accounts as attached to the agenda, and approve by way of resolution.

15. DIGITAL ESSEX
To note there is no further update at the time of printing the agenda, ablet the Clerk has suggested they may wish to liaise with Alex Burghart MP.

16. CLERKS COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE REPORT
To receive the oral report of the Clerk on matters which may be of current interest to Members and which require a formal update, and to receive such correspondence and communication, as the Clerk may place before the Council. Items under this agenda item are for noting only, and at the time of printing the agenda includes:
a) ECC, EFDC, EALC and RCCE communications are emailed to Members on a regular basis and where relevant information is included
b) Clerk responded to the Essex Safer Speeds Strategy public consultation as agreed at the March meeting.
c) To note that this Council does not hold the GPC as a result of not having two thirds of Councillors elected.
d) VAT return for 25/26 has been submitted
e) EFDC implementing immediate 7-point plan to address local traffic issues as a result of North Weald Market
f) EFDC Member training day Friday 15th May 11am start
g) Letter from Alex Burghart MP
h) Bobbingworth Bioblitz Saturday 13th June – Free event ages 5 and up
i) Updates placed in two local magazines




17.  INSURANCE
The Parish Councils insurance is due for renewal on 1st June 2026.  The Insurance for 25/26 held with Zurich was £480.85, with the quote received this year being £490.15. This represents a 1.9% increase, is within budget and is considered reasonable.  Councillors will be asked to CONSIDER this quotation.

18.  DELEGATED POWERS
To AGREE delegated powers to the Clerk, to allow her to respond to planning applications, the deadline for which may be prior to the next available meeting.  The delegated powers involve the Clerk obtaining the views of all Councillors on planning applications, and then responding to the Local Planning Authority with the majority view within the timeframe provided.

19.  ELECTRONIC NOTIFICATION
To AGREE receipt of all meeting notifications, agendas, minutes, and all general correspondence to be received via email.

20.  AUDIT
a. To note the internal audit for 25/26 will take place w/c 25th May 2026.  This is completed remotely, with the Clerk arranging for all requested material to be emailed to the Auditor.
b. To note the external audit (AGAR) needs to be completed by 30th June, and approved by full Council, however this cannot be completed until after the internal audit has been completed.  As such, a date for an additional full council meeting has been set for Tuesday 23rd June 2026, 7.30pm at Moreton Village Hall.

21.  LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION
On 25th March 2026, the Government announced it was supporting proposals for a 5 tier unitary system for Essex, meaning Epping Forest District will be merged with Harlow and Uttlesford to create the new ‘West Essex Council’.  The Ministerial Statement sets out that delivering reorganisation for the benefit of all residents is a shared endeavour, and ongoing collaboration will be vital to ensure that these reforms are implemented with the interests of residents at their heart.  The Government remain committed to the timetable they have set out previously, with elections to the new unitary councils taking place in May 2027, ahead of them going live and delivering services in April 2028. 

22.  PLANNING

a) To AGREE responses to planning applications which may not have been responded to before the date of this meeting: 

	EPF/0675/26
Full
	Glenwood, Pedlars End, Moreton, Ongar, CM5 0LW
	Demotion of dwelling and outbuildings and provision of  7no. new dwellings.
https://eppingforestdc.my.site.com/pr/s/planning-application/a0hTv00000Gr7a2 



b) To NOTE the following planning applications below which have been responded to by way of the Clerk’s delegated powers following email consultation with Councillors:  

	EPF/0611/26
Full
	Ongar Park Hall, High Road, North Weald Bassett, Epping, CM16 6GQ
	Demolition of existing agricultural building and construction of a replacement agricultural building.
NO OBJECTION

	EPF/0680/26
HH
	The Dower House, Harlow Road, High Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DT
	Proposed demolition of existing garages and stores, and erection of Garages for The Dower House, and Annex accommodation for dependent relative.
NO OBJECTION



c) To NOTE the following planning application for which EFDC do not accept comment: 
	EPF/0744/26
DRC
	Wynters Cottage, Hastingwood Road, Magdalen Laver, Ongar, CM5 0EW
	Approval of Details Reserved by Conditions 3 and 4 Materials and Details of EPF/0053/26 and EPF/0064/26 LB (New fenestration to kitchen/dining area, new first floor side gable window to annex and 2 x conservation roof lights to bathroom. Like for like roof tile replacement as necessary).





d) To NOTE the following Planning decision by EFDC:

	EPF/0534/26
PN
	NEW FARM, Land west of New House Lane, Newhouse Lane, ONGAR  , CM5 0DJ
	Prior Notification for an agricultural storage building.
	Prior notification not required 13/4/26
The PC was not notified of this application, nor can it comment

	EPF/1720/25
HH
	3 Envilles Cottages, Abbess Road, Little Laver, Ongar, CM5 0JH
	Side conservatory extension.
	Refused 15/4/26 for reasons of fails to achieve a high quality design and would appear awkward and unbalanced and impact on green belt
The PC had no objection

	EPF/0340/26
HH

	Spinney Croft, Workers Road, High Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DZ
	Single storey flat roof extension and changes to soft and hard landscaping.
	Refused 16/4/26 for reasons of inappropriate development in the Green Belt.
The PC had no objection

	EPF/0117/26
Full
	3 Old Glass House, Kents Lane, North Weald Bassett, Epping, CM16 6AX
	Conversion of dwelling into two and conversion of outbuilding into a separate dwelling and associated works
	Refused 22/4/26 for reasons of intensification of use and the conversion of the outbuilding into a separate dwelling, would result in a material loss of Green Belt openness and lead to encroachment into the countryside, sustainability, and creation of narrow plot.
The PC had no objection

	EPF/0216/26

	Spinney Farm, Spinney Farm Barn, Workers Road, High Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DZ
	Proposed 3no car, car port.
	Granted 22/4/26
The PC had no objection

	EPF/0053/26 &
EPF/0064/26
LB & HH
	Wynters Cottage, Hastingwood Road, Magdalen Laver, Ongar, CM5 0EW
	New fenestration to kitchen/dining area, new first floor side gable window to annex and 2 x conservation roof lights to bathroom. Like for like roof tile replacement as necessary, and listed building permission for the same
	Granted 9/3/26
The PC had no objection

	EPF/0307/26
DRC

	North Wilmore Barn, Workers Road, High Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DZ
	Approval of Details Reserved by Condition 4 Details of windows and doors of EPF/2059/19 (Application for Grade II Listed Building consent for proposed extension to the existing building with a new basement, entrance lobby and mid-storey extensions to the South and North elevations, together with a new separate pool house).
	Refused 11/3/26 for inadequate information supplied
The PC is unable to comment on this application

	EPF/0103/26
&
EPF/0104/26
LB & HH
	Black Hall, Bridge Road, Moreton, Ongar, CM5 0LJ
	Single storey rear extension, and listed building permission for the same
	Granted 12 & 17 March 26
The PC had no objection

	EPF/2562/25
LB
	Wood Farm, Moreton Road, Ongar, CM5 0EY
	Grade II Listed Building Consent for re-rendering and works to the existing windows at Wood Farmhouse.
	Granted 17/6/26
The PC had no objection

	EPF/0382/26
ECC APP
	Ashlyns Organic Farm Shop, Epping Road, North Weald Bassett, Epping, CM16 6RZ
	County Consultation for odour monitoring pursuant to condition 18 of planning permission ref: ESS/04/23/EPF Continued operation of composting facility without compliance with condition 8 (stockpile heights) attached to permission ref. ESS/09/20/EPF to allow window heights to be constructed to a maximum height of 4 metres.
	Raise no objection

	EPF/0418/26
TPO
	Water End Farmhouse, Epping Road, Bobbingworth, Ongar, CM5 0DE
	TPO/EPF/105/10 (Ref: T5)
	Granted 30/3/26
The PC had no objection



e) To NOTE any other planning matters:
· Enforcement query ENF/0019/26 Embleys Farm, Binder Loams Ltd, Fyfield Road, Moreton, Ongar, CM5 0HY. Confirmation that it would appear from observations that the business ‘Binder Loams’ has expanded their operation beyond the established site and encroached onto agricultural land.  The enforcement team has therefore requested that the landowners either make a planning application to seek to obtain consent for this development or alternatively cease use of the land and restore the land to its pre-existing condition.   The enforcement team awaits confirmation as to how the landowners intend to proceed.

23.  FINANCIAL MATTERS
a) To approve the payments listed below:
	BACS
	A Jones
	Mar & April Salary &  PAYE
	£1,109.46 & £277.20 PAYE

	BACS
	HMRC
	Employers National Insurance contribution Jan & Feb
	£82.90

	BACS
	Essex Association of Local Councils
	Annual Subscription
	£447.32


	BACS
	Adriana Jones
	Homes office Oct’25-Mar’26 and expenses (land registry)
	£274.00


	BACS
	RCCE
	Annual Subs
	£85.80
(VAT £14.30)



b) To review the bank reconciliation against the bank statements up to 30th April 2026

24.  ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING / UPDATE TO KEEP ON AGENDA
· Rural Affordable Housing (for mid-year review)
· Essex Safer Speeds Strategy (phase 2) – future meeting
· Full review of policies (July meeting)

25.  DATES AND LOCATIONS OF MEETING 2026
Tuesday 23rd June 2026 – Moreton Village Hall
Tuesday 14th July 2026 – Magdalen Laver Village Hall
Tuesday 8th September 2026 – Moreton Village Hall
Tuesday 10th November 2026 – Moreton Village Hall
Tuesday 8th December 2026 – Moreton Village Hall Open Parish Meeting
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