MORETON, BOBBINGWORTH AND THE LAVERS
PARISH COUNCIL


Clerk: Mrs Adriana Jones                                                 		   Email: clerk@mblparishcouncil.co.uk 
			 
Dear Councillor

You are hereby summoned to attend a Meeting of Moreton, Bobbingworth and the Lavers Parish Council, which will be held on Tuesday 24th March 2026 at 7.30pm at MAGDALEN LAVER VILLAGE HALL. 
[image: Signature of the Parish Clerk]
Adriana Jones
Parish Clerk and RFO
18th March 2026

AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
To consider any apologies for absence.

2. OTHER ABSENCES
To note any absences for which no apology has been received.

3. CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR
Councillors are asked to CONSIDER the possible co-option of Councillor(s).  Further details will be provided at the meeting.

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
To receive any Declarations of Interest by Members. A Member with a personal interest in a matter must consider whether it is a Disclosable Pecuniary, Other Registerable or Non-Registerable Interest, and declare it accordingly. A Member who is unsure as to how to declare their interest should seek independent advice.

5. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
To approve as a correct record the Minutes of 13th January 2026 Parish Council meeting.

6. PARISHIONERS’ FORUM
To receive questions from members of the public. In accordance with an agreed procedure, the time allocated for public questions may be limited to 10 minutes or such other period determined by the Chairman of the Meeting.  

7. REPORTS
To receive any verbal reports from Councillors, which may include those who are representatives on Committees, Working Groups, Outside Bodies or who have attended other meetings.  Councillors are asked to note that no decisions can be taken under this agenda item.
a) Chairman’s Report
· Assertion 10 training
b) Vice Chairman’s Report
c) District and County Councillor Reports
d) Parish Councillor Reports
e) Police reports – The Clerk has liaised with PC Shepherd who advises that many Council meetings fall on his days off which limits his ability to attend, however his aim is to try and keep up with reports but this is dependent on operational demands. 

8. PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY (PRoW)
a) To NOTE any updates or issues.
b) To NOTE the formal diversion of footpaths 14 and 15 in Magdalen Laver, details of which have been posted on the Parish Councils Website under PROW.

9. MORETON BRIDGE
Councillors will recall from the January meeting that the Clerk had contacted ECC for an update as to if there were any regular inspections or a planned schedule of inspections for the bridge in order to ensure its continued structural integrity, and if so how often this bridge is inspected, as well as the results of the last inspection.  A response was received as follows:
“Moreton is inspected on a biennial cycle, every two years.  It was last inspected in November 2023, at that time the condition of the structure was found to be fair generally.  However, defects to the arch element meant that we considered the bridge to be in poor condition overall.  The next inspection is programmed to be undertaken this financial year (2025/2026) and once completed, we will share with you the results of the inspection.”

10. HERITAGE PROJECT
Councillors will recall that the Clerk had submitted a grant application for this project via the EALC CIF scheme. Notification has been received that the grant application was unsuccessful. The Clerk will continue to look for suitable further funding.  

11.   GREEN NEAR JOHN BARLEYCORN, HIGH LAVER
The Chairman has received notification from a local resident that there is a registered village green in High Laver, opposite the John Barlycorn. We have been advised that when this particular resident was involved with the parish council some 40+ years ago this area of land was mowed regularly.  The land is now an overgrown scrub area.  It is known locally as the clay pits.  The resident states that although scrub is perfect for wildlife, the area is becoming very neglected and needs some environmental management.  At the moment ponds are being looked after by the Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group.  The Clerk can confirm that the area of land is registered common land (Holts Green, CL39), however at this point there is no evidence of it being a village green. The Chairman has asked that this matter be placed on the Parish Council agenda. 

12. DIGITAL ESSEX
As agreed at the January meeting, the Clerk responded to Digital Essex confirming that the Parish Council were fully supportive of continuing to move forward with the possibility of a mast for the Parish, obviously subject to finding the right location that was agreeable to all parties and the community. A response has been received from Digital Essex who advise they have now contacted the relevant land owners in order to determine how to progress.

13. CLERKS COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE REPORT
To receive the oral report of the Clerk on matters which may be of current interest to Members and which require a formal update, and to receive such correspondence and communication, as the Clerk may place before the Council. Items under this agenda item are for noting only, and at the time of printing the agenda includes:
a) ECC, EFDC, EALC and RCCE communications are emailed to Members on a regular basis and where relevant information is included
b) Both District and County elections will be taking place May 2026
c) Bovinger sign in place
d) Letter received from solicitors regarding pothole in Little Laver Road, requesting information
e) North Weald Bassett Parish Council draft Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 14 consultation – deadline for responses 30th March 2026.
f) Wednesday 25th February 2026 Downing held a drop-in session at Hastingwood Village Hall to present their detailed proposals for a solar farm in the neighbouring village of Hastingwood, to gain further feedback to inform the final elements of their planning application that they plan to submit later this year to Epping Forest District Council and Harlow Council. Details were posted on the PC social media pages.
g) New brown food caddie rollout is underway.  Details of how to sign up to Green Waste collections has been posted on social media and is on the Parish Councils website as agreed.
h) Enquiry about White Hart Cottage, Moreton
i) Signed precept request gone to EFDC
j) Caravan very swiftly moved from outside Little Laver Church – thanks sent to EFDC for their swift action.
k) Sustainable Essex Launch - webinar 23 March 4pm to 5pm (emailed to Cllrs)
l) Stansted Airport Parish Council Forum – first meeting to introduce core airport departments on Thursday 16th April 12pm to 1.45pm – Councillors are able to attend – via Teams
m) Essex Safer Speeds Strategy public consultation on the new draft Essex Safer Speeds Strategy. The consultation starts Monday 16 March 2026 and will run for six weeks, closing on Sunday 26 April 2026.

14.  50 FAVOURITE TREES OF EPPING FOREST
The Clerk has received an email from the Tree Warden Coordinator for Epping Forest District, who are looking for new nominations for trees to be part of a new 50 Favourite Trees of Epping Forest District. This is following on from the successful project that was carried out in 2007. One of the main objectives of the previous competition was that there was at least one tree per parish or town council in the District listed and it would be nice to replicate that in this scheme.   EFDC is using the same categories as before which were:
· Trees in the landscape, Trees in the right location, Rare trees, Historic People and Trees, Old Ages Trees
EFDC is looking more particularly for some species that were missed from the previous list such as: 
· Beech, Cherry, Elm, Hazel, Silver Birch, Whitebeam, Yew
Nominations can be made at: https://www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/help-choose-the-districts-favourite-trees/ . 

15.  LOCAL HIGHWAYS PANEL
At the July 2025 meeting, the Clerk informed Councillors there were two schemes on the Local Highway Panel for consideration.  These were:
· [bookmark: _Hlk222911792]LEPP202035 - Watery Lane, Little Laver – Signing (G)
Request for “road liable to flooding” sign as well as a depth gauge similar to the one in Faggoters Lane (same watercourse).  Recommended that ‘Ford’ warning signage, supplemented by a “Road liable to flooding” and depth gate. There is Ford signage already in place along with Not Suitable for motor vehicles but Road Liable to Flooding is recommended. Cost - £11,600. Scheme validated and feasible – so can be considered by the panel
· LEPP192028 - Gainsthorpe Road/ Moreton Road/ Stony Lane - Horse signage (G)
Request for “Slow down, horses” signage. Signage review recommended. Sign 550.1 can however, only be used with distance and direction sub-plates, not ‘Slow down’ as requested.  Cost - £17,600. Scheme validated and feasible – so can be considered by the panel
At 10th September 2025 LHP meeting, councillors were advised that “any scheme which could not be completed within two years had to be removed from the Programme. This direction applied to all of the LHP’s across the county”.  In effect, due to LGR, the LHP system has been suspended. The Clerk has contacted the LHP co-ordinator for confirmation as to what now happens to these two schemes.  It is hoped an update will be available for the meeting.

16.  LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION
By way of an update with regard to the new Unitary Authority elections, it is understood that elections to shadow principal councils will take place in May 2027, with those elected serving a five‑year term until 2032, though the councillors’ first year will be spent while the councils operate in a shadow form until full vesting in April 2028. The new unitary authorities are expected to hold all‑out elections, meaning every seat is up for election.  At the time of printing the agenda, the Government had not announced how the new unitary authorities would be formed following the consultation late 2025, however it is understood that the announcement is imminent.

17. PLANNING

a) To AGREE responses to planning applications which may not have been responded to before the date of this meeting:

	EPF/1720/26
HH

	3 Envilles Cottages, Abbess Road, Little Laver, Ongar, CM5 0JH
	Side conservatory extension.
https://eppingforestdc.my.site.com/pr/s/planning-application/a0hTv00000Allde 

	EPF/0349/26
Full
	Bovinger Hall Farm, Stony Lane, Ongar, CM5 0DQ
	Conversion of Existing Agricultural Building Into Two Detached Dwellinghouses.
https://eppingforestdc.my.site.com/pr/s/planning-application/a0hTv00000GIxEv

	EPF/0418/26
TPO
	Water End Farmhouse, Epping Road, Bobbingworth, Ongar, CM5 0DE
	TPO/EPF/105/10 (Ref: T5) - T1: Tree ID 35 Oak - Crown reduce height and spread by up to 5m, as specified
https://eppingforestdc.my.site.com/pr/s/planning-application/a0hTv00000GSg6L 



b) To NOTE the following planning applications below which have been responded to by way of the Clerk’s delegated powers following email consultation with Councillors:  

	EPF/0001/26 & EPF/0002/26
	Humphreys, Greenman Road, Magdalen Laver, Ongar, CM5 0ER

	Conversion and extension of existing office building to residential for ancillary use, and listed building application for the same
NO OBJECTION

	EPF/2616/25
	Watermans End House, Watery Lane, Little Laver, Harlow, CM17 0RQ
	Grade II Listed Building application to replacement the newer windows and one door to match the older windows in quality and style.
NO OBJECTION

	EPF/0117/26
	3 Old Glass House, Kents Lane, North Weald Bassett, Epping, CM16 6AX

	Conversion of dwelling into two and conversion of outbuilding into a separate dwelling and associated works
NO OBJECTION

	EPF/0103/26 & EPF/0104/26
	Black Hall, Bridge Road, Moreton, Ongar, CM5 0LJ

	Single storey rear extension, and listed building application for the same
NO OBJECTION

	EPF/0106/26 & EPF/0108/26
	Bushes, Murrays Barn, Wind Hill, Magdalen Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DS
	Rear extension and internal alterations for double bay garage and open plan kitchen, and listed building application for the same
NO OBJECTION

	EPF/0043/26
	North Wilmore Barn, Workers Road, High Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DZ

	Variation of Condition 2 Plan numbers of EPF/1931/19 (Proposed extension of existing building with a new basement, entrance lobby and mid-storey extensions to the South and North elevations, together with a new separate pool house).
NO OBJECTION

	EPF/0053/26 & EPF/0064/26
	Wynters Cottage, Hastingwood Road, Magdalen Laver, Ongar, CM5 0EW

	New fenestration to kitchen/dining area, new first floor side gable window to annex and 2 x conservation roof lights to bathroom. Like for like roof tile replacement as necessary, and listed building application for the same
NO OBJECTION

	EPF/0340/26

	Spinney Croft, Workers Road, High Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DZ

	Single storey flat roof extension and changes to soft and hard landscaping.
NO OBJECTION

	EPF/0216/26
	Spinney Farm, Spinney Farm Barn, Workers Road, High Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DZ

	Proposed 3no car, car port
NO OBJECTION



c) To NOTE the following planning application for which EFDC do not accept comment: 
	EPF/0307/26
DRC
	North Wilmore Barn, Workers Road, High Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DZ
	Approval of Details Reserved by Condition 4 Details of windows and doors of EPF/2059/19 (Application for Grade II Listed Building consent for proposed extension to the existing building with a new basement, entrance lobby and mid-storey extensions to the South and North elevations, together with a new separate pool house).

	EPF/0386/25
COUNTY CONSULTATION
	Ashlyns Organic Farm Shop, Epping Road, North Weald Bassett, Epping, CM16 6RZ
	County Consultation for odour monitoring pursuant to condition 18 of planning permission ref: ESS/04/23/EPF Continued operation of composting facility without compliance with condition 8 (stockpile heights) attached to permission ref. ESS/09/20/EPF to allow window heights to be constructed to a maximum height of 4 metres.



d) To NOTE the following Planning decision by EFDC:

	EPF/2337/25
FULL
	The Dower House, Harlow Road, High Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DT
	Proposed demolition of existing garages and stores, and erection of Garages for The Dower House, and Annex accommodation for dependent relative.
	Refused 10/2/26 for reasons of disproportionate additions over and above the size of the original dwellinghouse considered detrimental to the open character and the visual amenity of the Green Belt.
The Parish Council had no objection to this application

	EPF/2586/25
DRC
	Firs House, Moreton Road, Bobbingworth, Ongar, CM5 0LU
	Variation to Condition 2 of EPF/0466/25 (Removal of existing side extension and front section of house. Construction of two storey front gable, single storey side extension and two storey rear extension, conversion of loft space and rear dormer - inline with Certificate of Lawful Development Approval EPF/1551/23).
	Approved 16/2/26
The Parish Council was not able to respond to this application (DRC)

	EPF/2531/25
LB
	North Wilmore Barn, Workers Road, High Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DZ
	Listed Building Consent to reduce the height of the constructed entrance lobby eaves and increase the pitch, whilst keeping the apex of the lobby the same as the consented scheme. Submitted to vary the existing consents of 1931/19 and 2059/19.
	Refused 17/2/26 for reasons of failing to preserve the special historic interest and significance of the listed building. 
The Parish Council had no objection to this application

	EPF/0043/2
VAR
	North Wilmore Barn, Workers Road, High Laver, Ongar, CM5 0DZ
	Variation of Condition 2 Plan numbers of EPF/1931/19 (Proposed extension of existing building with a new basement, entrance lobby and mid-storey extensions to the South and North elevations, together with a new separate pool house).
	Refused 18/2/26 for reasons of failing to preserve the special historic interest and significance of the listed building. 
The Parish Council had no objection to this application

	EPF/2585/25
	Firs House, Moreton Road, Bobbingworth, Ongar, CM5 0LU
	Construction of a single storey storage shed for equipment and machinery storage.
	Refused 20/2/26 for reasons of substantial harm to the openness of the Green Belt, and insufficient information provided.
The Parish Council did not object to this application, however raised the matter of the land not being used for agricultural purposes.

	EPF/2616/25
	Watermans End House, Watery Lane, Little Laver, Harlow, CM17 0RQ
	Grade II Listed Building application to replacement the newer windows and one door to match the older windows in quality and style.
	Application withdrawn 27/2/26




e) To NOTE any other planning matters:
· Enforcement query raised regarding possible breach of planning at Embleys Farm, Binder Loams Ltd, Fyfield Road, Moreton, Ongar, CM5 0HY (ref: ENF/0019/26).  Councillors are asked to note that an enforcement query does not necessarily mean a breach has occurred.  

18. FINANCIAL MATTERS
a) To approve the payments listed below:
	BACS
	A Jones
	Jan & Feb 2026 Salary &  PAYE
	£1,109.26 & £277.40 PAYE

	BACS
	HMRC
	Employers National Insurance contribution Jan & Feb
	£82.90

	BACS
	Dunmow Training Ltd (Countywise)
	Assertion 10 training x 2 delegates
	£60.00
(VAT £10.00)

	BACS
	Thornwood Grounds Maintenance
	Installation of Sign
	£132.00
(VAT £22.00)

	BACS
	Magdalen Laver VH
	Hire of hall 24/3/26
	£22.00



b) To review the bank reconciliation against the bank statements up to 28/2/26

19. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING / UPDATE TO KEEP ON AGENDA

20. DATES AND LOCATIONS OF MEETING 2026
Tuesday 12th May 2026 – Moreton Village Hall
Tuesday 14th July 2026 – Magdalen Laver Village Hall
Tuesday 8th September 2026 – Moreton Village Hall
Tuesday 10th November 2026 – Moreton Village Hall
Tuesday 8th December 2025 – Moreton Village Hall Open Parish Meeting
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