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Extract from January 2025 minutes at which budget was set:

PC.536 BUDGET / PRECEPT 2025/2026
Councillors considered the budget, and subsequently the precept, for 2025/2026. This was completed on a 'live' basis during the meeting. Councillors noted that for the current year (2024/2025) the Parish Council element of the Council Tax for a band D property was £40.45 a year (£0.77p a week). The calculation to get to this is the amount the Parish Council requests in precept divided by the tax base (no. of houses EFDC is expecting to collect council tax from), which for this current year was as follows: £25,198 / 622.9 = £40.45. The tax base for 2025/2026 has increased to 628.1. 

Councillors also considered the following matters:
· Reviewed the current and expected levels of earmarked reserves alongside the current and expected level of General Reserves.
· New cost of Employers NI Contributions 
· Agreed the continued Grant Funding of the 5 churches in the Parish
· Agreed a sum for the possible cost of Highway Signage following the LHP request, specifically for Bovinger
· Agreed a provisional cost of VE Day celebrations which will be taking place
· Reviewed Clerks salary
· Agreed the continued maintenance of Bobbingworth Clock
· Considered any projects expected for the 25/26

The following Budget figures for 2025/2026 were AGREED:

	EXPENDITURE
	2025/2026 BUDGET

	CLERK'S SALARY/HMRC/PAYROLL
	                      8,319.96 

	EMPLOYERS NI
	                         490.00 

	HOME OFFICE
	                         520.00 

	MILEAGE
	                           50.00 

	INSURANCE
	                         480.00 

	GRANTS (GPC)
	                      3,500.00 

	ELECTIONS
	                         150.00 

	GENERAL ADMIN       
	                         220.00 

	SUBSCRIPTIONS EALC/NALC/RCCE/ICO
	                         550.00 

	AUDIT
	                         430.00 

	OPEN PARISH MTG EVENT 
	                         150.00 

	VILLAGE HALL HIRE
	                         250.00 

	MISCELLANEOUS/OTHER 
	                         100.00 

	LEGAL EXPENSES
	                         500.00 

	BANK CHARGES
	                           72.00 

	SOFTWARE SUBSCRIPTIONS AND IT
	                         100.00 

	TRAINING CLERK/COUNCILLOR
	                         500.00 

	GENERAL PARISH EXPENSES
	                         300.00 

	SANDBAGS/SAND/SALT
	                         100.00 

	VE DAY 2025 (Events)
	                      1,000.00 

	ASSET MAINTENANCE
	                         200.00 

	DEFIBRILLATORS
	                         500.00 

	BOBBINGWORTH CLOCK
	                         250.00 

	HIGHWAYS (LHP / SIGNAGE / ETC)
	                      6,000.00 

	
	 £                24,731.96 

	
INCOME
	2025/2026 BUDGET

	PRECEPT
	£25,407.00

	BANK INTEREST
	       500.00

	TOTAL
	 £                25,907.00 


Cllr Darken PROPOSED a NIL increase in the precept for 2025/2026. This was SECONDED by the Chairman.  This was unanimously AGREED.  Therefore, the precept request for 2025/2026 will be £25,406.64, equating to a cost of £40.45 per Band D property. 
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